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OBseErvAaTIONS on {ome ‘w.vp‘z*\r _\‘rmv(r*c and the ArTs PrRAC-

TiceDp by the \’h\'Df.w of them,

M.D. F.R.S.

y Jou~n FrREDERIC BLuMENEBACH,

[From the Second Part of the Prtrosornrcar Transactrons for the
Year 1784.1
i€ar 1794.]
“ MONG the many inftances ' inches in length, and § inches in
3 AR S O 2 T T P TS circ 2 L 1 )
) of kindnefs I have expe: umference at t lw breaft, where
enced during my late abode in it was of the greateft thicknefs.

London, of which the recolle@tion

can never be obliterated fr my

| 1 - 3 B S
1 memory, I 1’:&‘%;0:1 aind acknow-
10 ledge with gratitude, the uncom-
5 mon, and to me very interefting,

opportunities that were afforded
me, to open and examine feveral
1::_(} ptian mumimies,

| “ A few days after my arrival, I
oy found in the i ln‘:?'_v Gf my honout-
‘ ' ed friend Dr. Garthfhore, F. R. 5.

i % among other Egyptian antiquities
gl a {mall mummy, not above one
i ) foot in length, of the ufual form
di of a fwathed puppf}t, wrapj wi up
il in cotton bands N«
}“‘3‘;‘ gilt in its f"mlt
. in a {mall far ¥ !
L vood, in \\Im‘l it fitted exactly.
1

i

|‘ -

§ ', “ Having exps P‘T :d a wifl
know the contents of this figure

|

i : )
the doftor was kindly pleafed to
il permit the m)mm(r of it: whicl

g

h r N : 1
; E accordingly took p place on the 21t
g ik ‘ r .
b of January, 1792, at his houfe, in
Ei the prefence of the prefident and
131 feveral members of the rovyal fo-
® i .

A ciety, and other men of letters

i The mummy itfelf meafured gl

mal !x, exhibiting human
features, was of a gypfeous ;Aaﬁd,

which here and there fhewed fome
figns o ]‘.;‘«,Vm(; once been gilt.

“Of thefemicircular breaft-plate
only fome fragments were {till ex-
tant. i

%L he er part -of the front

1 as is frequently ob-
mummies, in a
‘ted in regular com-
artments; and on it were painted
the two f{tanding figures that fo
often appear on the integuments of
mummies, viz. on the right fide,
is with the dog’s head, and on
the left, Ofiris with the head of a
i o 7

“ The mummy mfu was opened

at the fide. The outward integu-
rere glued fo fw.". upon each
ras found n _f:“‘ ary to
the inner ones were lefs
I counted in the whole
above 20 circumvolutions of thefe




oh'e 7 = R
(}u RVATIONS O iome

€ircl ]n“ﬂcrl nce, of the integn ﬂ( nts
of a 1:‘«.‘:‘3;’1‘ mumimny, ;if.:,-, 44
pregnated with a refinous fub-
ftance, which rendered it hard and
compact, and which appeared on
the edge to have been m“f,u. into
this nbhr‘g form by the p“'nr of
a knife. Pieces of this mafs hav-
ing been put on a hea cl poker,
emitted a {me'l perfeé 'Ix fimilar to
to that of ﬁx-l‘hn, or the 'drug
Lalled wild incenfe from ant-hills.

The farcophagus cmn{ted of
ﬁx fmall fquare boards of fyca-
more, faftened together with iron

ails.

Soon after I fmmd in the col-
le®ion of Dr. Letifom, F.R.S.
another fimilar mnm.m' which,
outwardly, perfeétly refemb led the
above, was likewife contained in
a farcophaous and differed on'
in the dnnenﬁons, tmx being 14
inches Iong, and 11} 1n um.mx*r.
cnce at the breaft.

The proprietor was likewife
kmd enough to fuffer me to open
it, which 8 did at his houfe on the
‘.’.()th of January.

¢ But much as it refembled Dr.
Garththore’s mumm
was found very differe
contents, there being in it a g
number of detached bones of
fkeleton of an Ibis, which wer
only here and there indued with

rofin.
“ This firiking diffe erence, no
doubt, rather exc xtm than f{atisfied

my cwxlom‘v; and
pon found in the Br

no lefs than three 1¢;;’:1 diminutive

mummies, which were now to me

%

h \vmu' hu‘*“
ith B mf»m n

become unom.«_.u;:z} (viz. two in
the Hamiltonia fo”\’.‘“ 1on of an
Lquxnn, bo?H contained in the
fame kind of {quare wood r::1 cof-
fins, clinched .‘»,Jx iron nails,
the third in the Sloanian ,\{‘;
tion), I felt an irrsfiftible 1mpulf

and

-7

T3
A g

LGYPTIAN 1‘11(‘ MMIES,

=

i

to apply to the prefident of the

roy: y L)Llft., as one of the\cura-

tors of the Mufeum, for his inter-
ference towards obtai ining permif-

fion to open one of thefe tulL\, i
)rdrr to have an ppntum[» for
ome further ((».npnzuun

“ The refult of this application
was, that at the VEry next mcumb
of the curators leave was granted
me, in the moft liberal n 1anner, not
only Loupcnon of thefe little mum-
mies, but alfo to choofe among
the J'imr large ones that are in that
noble umoh ory, the one that
thould unpuu te 1m the moft like-
ly to afford fome material inform-
ation on the {ul bjett.

“ I chofe among the fmall ones
the Sloanian, as‘it feemed to me to
(‘i*'fer more than the two inthe 1,{,,
milton :m colle&tion,fromeither
of Dr. Garththore or Dr. Lettf
The four large m
Lua in the mam the one de :»Qi:;r’:d

".Z!N’“,Z(‘ re

en, \\'hi:‘h I examined in the

¢ that ap-
to differ moit from the
others, and from ours, by the clofe
adhefion of the bﬂ.ndwcs, from
which I had reafon to epru fome
difference in the interior prepara-
tion of it.

% The 18th Ichrunv was ap-
pointed for the opu ing of thefe
two mummies at the Mufeum, in
the prefence of a numerous and re-
fpectable meeting,

¢ The fmall pu:
nally very fi

nmy was exter-
fimilar to thofe I had
t that it was
in length, and
the breaft, fome-
what more compaét in the handa
l Khlsr 1B
p;n;»;;n‘,:izr;'u:u)l‘v to 1ts
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fize, rather heavier.
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along the fide of the body, in
the {fame manner as thofe of the
Gottingen mummy, and the oné
at Leipzig, defcribed by Kettner,
Whereas in the mummy at Gotha;
déferibed by Hertzog, the two at
Breflau, that were examined by
Gryphius, another at Copenhagen,
that was diffe¢ted by Brunnich, and
a fifth which belonged to the royal
fociety, and has been defcribed by
Dr. Hadley in the Philofophical
Tranfactions, the arms were found
lying acrofs over the breaft.

“ On fome of the bones of the
arms, for inftance on the left o5 fu-
mert, was found fome glutinous
rofin, which on being touched
ftained the fingers of a duftky red
grealy colour, and had a ftrong
empyreumatic alkaline tafte. In the
remainder of the body, the dry ro-
fin was almoft entirely covered or
impregnated with a faline cruft,
by which the thoracic wertebre in
particular were much corroded,
and which had entirely ftripped
the intermediate corpora vertebrarum
of their perioffeum.

“ Circumitances did not allow
me to make any experiments on this
falt ; but I have fince obtained
from my worthy friend John Haw-
kins, efq. F. R, S. fome confider-
ble pieces of mummies which he
had bought of .a druggift at Con-
ftantinople, one of which was co-
vered and impregnated with a faline
ineruftation, which in tafte and ap-
jpearance was very fimilar to that I
nave juft now mentioned. OFf this
i difivlved a part in water, filtered
and evaporated the {olution, and
thus  obtained a true foda, or
mineral alkali (zas am), which fhot
wto very neat and regular cryftals.
_ ““ For the fake of comparifon,
I examined another large mummy
in the Mufeum, which had already
been opened in {everal places. This

17944

was of 2 full grown perfon, and
meafured g feet five inches in
length. Like the former, it thew-

ed not the leaft trace of any of the.

foft parts, but confifted of nothine
but naked bones. ¢t

“ Except a little rofin which
ftuck faft between the teeth,
this mummy, as far as its infide
cotild be examined, contained none
of that fubftance ; its thoracic and
abdominal cavities being entirely
filled with a dark brown mould,
vhichalfo occupied the whole {pace
between the palate and the lower
jaw, where it could eafily be loof-
ened and drawn out with the fin-
gers.

“ The maxille of this mummy
were {till lefs prominent than thofe
of the former one.

“ Some ‘weeks after, viz. the
17th March, I hadan opportunity
to exdmine one more mumimy
at the honourable Charles Gre-
ville’s, F. R. S. which had four
years before, viz. Mareh 29, 1488,
been already opened in the prefence
of feveral curious {pettators. It
belonged to John Symmons, Efg.
of Grofvenor houfe, Weftminfter,
who with the moft obliging readi-

nefs allowed me unconditionally,
not only to diffeét it as much more
as I fhould think proper, butalfo to
felect and take away whatever
parts of it 1 {hould think worthy of

a particular inveftigation.
¢« It wasa mummy of a child a-
bout fix years old, which as to its
preparation, (viz. without rofin,
and without the leaft remaining
trace of any of the foft parts), and
the painted femicircular breaft-
plate, confifting of feveral folds
of cotton cloth glued upon each
other, was very fimilar to thofe at
the Britith Mufeum, and the one at
Gottingen, except that the cha-
racters upon that part of the cotton
integu-
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integument which covered the
fhanks, refembled rather more the
figures of the one delineated by
count Caylus, in his Recueil, &c.

¢ Nothing remained of the head
but fome pieces of the bones of the
face, a few teeth, and the mafk,
which ftill adhered to the cotton
bandages.

« Among the teeth I found the
incifores, which notwithftanding
the tender age of the perfon had
however a very fhort thick crown,
confiderably worn away at that
edge which is ufually fharp. This
therefore, is a new confirmation of
the extraordinary phanomenon
which I had already noticed in a
complete fkull, and fome fragments
of jaws, in my own colle&ion, and
which had alfo been obferved
by Middleton in the Cambridge
mummy, and by Bruckmann inthe
one that is at Caffel.  Storr has al-
fo feen fomething fimilar in a mum-
my that is preferved at Stuttgard.

« If we refle& during how ma-
ny centuries, and through what a
variety of revolutions, the Egyp-
tians have ufed the praétice of
mummifying their dead bodies, it
will naturally occur that we are not
to expeét in all mummies a fimilar
characteriftic formation of the
teeth, any more than we are to
look for a fimilar charateriftic na-
tional- form in their produétions of

art.

¢« This peculiar {trufture of the
teeth was not obferved in the two
mummies I examined in the Bri-
tifh mufeum, neither does it exift
in our Gottingen mummy. -A de-
tached fkull of a mummy in thé
mufeum, prepared with rofin,
and which bore great refem-
blance to the abovementioned in
its general form, and efpecially in
the narrownefs of the poll, had un-
fortunately the crowns of the teeth

§
b
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{fo much mutilated as to afford no
manner of information concerning
this circumftance.

¢ The above obfervation how-
ever appears, at all events, to be
well worth attending to, as it may
hereafter prove a criterion for de-
termining the period at which any
given mummy has been prepared.

« But what interefted .me moft
in Mr. Symmons’s mummy was the
mafk, to the two fides of which
pieces of the bandages, with which
the whole of the exterior integu-
ments had been faftened to the
corps, ftill adhered. The inner
part of this mafk was {ycamore
wood, its outfide being fhaped, by
means of a thick coat of plafter, in
bas-relief, into the form of-a face,
the {urface of which feemed to have
been ftained with natural colours,
which time had now confiderably
blended and obfcured. Having,
however, with Mr. Symmons’s
leave, taken this mafk, together
with fome other very interefting
pieces of his mummy, with me to
Gottingen, I there fteeped it inwarm
water, and carefully feparated all
the parts of it. By this means I
difcovered the various fraudulent
artifices that had been practifed in
the conftruétion of this mafk : the
wooden part was evidently a piece
of the front of the farcophagus of
the mummy of a young perfon ;
and in order to convert its alto-
relievo inte the Dbaflo-relievo
of the ufual cotton matk of a
mummy, plafter had been applied
on each fide of the nofe; after
which paper had been ingeniouﬂy
paited over the whole face, and
laftly, this' paper had been ftain-
ed with the colours generally ob-
{ferved on mummies.

¢« The {mall Sloanian mummy iu
the mufeum had probably been pre-
pared nearly in the {ame manner.

That
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That the deception has in both
cafes been very induftrioufly exe-
cuted, appears from this, that, as
far as I can learn, no one has ob-
ferved it before, although both
thefe pieces have no doubt been of-
ten {een, and examined by perfons
converfant with thefe matters,

¢« Some other fufpicious circums
ftances in the mummies I examin-
ed in London were more evident.
For inftance, the coffins of fyca-
more wood faftened together with
iron nails, in which the fmall
mummies of Dr. Garthfhore, Dr.
Lettfom, and fir W. Hamilton,
were contained, had moft probably
been recently conftruéted of pieces
of decayed farcophagi of ancient
mummies.  The little Sloanian

mummy even lay in 2 box in thes

form of a farcophagus, which was
made of a dark-brown hard wood,
totally different from the fycamore,
and manifeftly of modern conftruc-
tion.

“ How many other artificial re-
ftorations and deceptions may have
been praétifed in the feveral mum-
mies which have been broughtinto
Europe, which have never been
fufpected; and may perhaps never
be deteced, may well be admitted,
when we confider how imperfe&t
Weare as yet in our knowledge of
this branch of Egyptian archzolo-
£y, which, as a fpecific problem,
few have hitherto treated with the
critical acumen it feems to deferve.

“ All the knowledge we have
concerning the manner of prepar-
ing mummies is derived from two
fources, viz. the examjnation of
the mummies themfelves: and two
claffical paflages in  Herodotus
and Diodorus Siculus ; Strabo and
other ancient authors having men-
toned mummies only incidentally,
and in very few worde. 3

[131]

“ But unfortunately thefe two
claflical paffages do not in the leaft
agree with the ftate of the mum-
mies brought into Europe, which
are in general -of two forts, viz,
the hard compa¢t ones, wholly in-
dued with rofin, which hence can
be knocked into pieces ; the
foft ones, which yield to the pref-
fure of the hand, ‘and are prepared
with very little rofin, and often
none at all, whofe loofe bandages
may be wound off, and which con-
taln in their cavities fcarce any
thing but g vegetable mould, and
particularly no idol whatever as far
as I have been able to learn.

“ 'The front part of the latter is
vfually covered with a painted,
and, at times, guilt mafk of cotton
cloth; and as they appear more
variegated than the former, and
have no rofin in them yielding
drugs for traffic, they are brou gut
in much greater numbers, and may
be feen in many colle&ions in Ey-
rope in a more perfe& ftate than
the former, though often rendered
fo by reftoration.” The former on
the contrary, have for this very
reafon remained moft of them in
the hands of druggifts.

¢ Of this, viz. the former fort,
were the two in the difpenfary of
Crufius at Breflau, which Gryphi-
us defcribed in the year 1662, and
particularly the very valuable body
of a mummy which was opened by
the apothecary Hertzhog, at Gotha,
in 1715, and in which more idols,
beetles, frogs (as fymbols of ferti-
lity), nilometers, &c. were found,
than was ever, to the beft of my
knowledge, known to have been
contained in any other mummy
whatever.

« But Herodotus, that very in-
quifitive and credulous hiftorian
(as one of the moft learned and ju.

12 dicious




[132]

dicious antiquaries in England has
named nm), does not fo much as
mention either of thefe forts of
mummies ; nor does he fpeak of
therofin, or painted mafks,although
he exprcﬂh deicribes fuch pamted
infeguments of the /thiopian
nm nnies.
¢ Diodorus is equally filent ds
to the rofin, and the }amted co-
vering ; whilft on the other hand
he advances fome very ftrange af-
{ertions, fuch as that the fkill of the
embalmers extended {o far as per-
fectly to preferve the lineaments of
the fac & although the faces of
mummies of both forts be generally
covered with cotton cloth to the
thicknefs of nearly a man’s hand.
« Thefe authors, although they
have both been in Egypt, had pro-
bably their mtellwence merely
rom hearfay ; for, on the other
hand it would no doubt be too pa-
radoxical to affert, that all the mum-
mies we are now acquainted with
have been made fince the days of
.Koﬁcrus‘. and that none of thofe
defcribed by him and by Herodo-
tus thould have reached our
time. Count Caylus rather con-
jectures, that no mummies were
imade fince the conqueft of Egypt
by the Romans (about -the time of
D )duru:); but in this he is mani-
feitly miftaken, fince we learn from
St. Auguftin that {o low down as
his own time (viz.inthe firt half of
the fifth century) mummies were
certainly made in Egypt. But that
among the mummies that now exift,
efpeciz ul\ the hard ones, which are
t,'xtm,l)' done over with rofin,
there cannot but be many of a much
greater “mmimt w” among
other proofs, appmr *mrtlcularh
from the ftyle of w orkma nfhip of
{feveral of the little idols contained
in them

OsservaTions on fome Ecyrriany Mummizs.

At leaft it may be admitted,
without much hefitation, that the
mummies we now poflefs, which
differ fo much in their preparation
and charateriftic ftructure, are at
leaft of a period including one thou-
ﬂmd years.

¢ But it were much to be wifh-
ed that we might have certain cri-
teria, to determine with {fome ac-
curacy the precife age of any parti-
cular mummy that may happen to
fall into our hands. Before, how-
ever, we can expect to obtain this
objet, the two following pia de-
Jideria muft firft be accomph{hed
iz.

« A more accurate determina-
tion of the variousy fo ftrikingly
different, and yet as ftrikingly cha-
raéteriftic national configurations in
the monuments of thc Egyptian
arts, together with a determination
of the permds in which thofe mo-
numents were produced,  and the
caufes of their remarkable dif-
ferences.

¢« A very careful technical ex-
amination ofthe characteriltic forms
of the feveral fkulls of mummies
we have hitherto met with, toge-
ther with an aceurate comparifon
of thole fkulls with the monuments
abovementioned.

¢« This, at leaft, I confider as
the fureft method of folving the
pmb‘em being perfuaded that,
efpec mllv after what has juft now
been faid of the fraudulent reftora-
tions, it can hardly be expected
that we fhould be able to draw any
juft inferences from the mere ityle,
and the contents of the painted in-
teguments - of the mummies we
may have opportunities to exa-
mine.

« Still lefs can we infer aught
from the fculpture or paintings on

the {arcophagi, as to the contents;

of
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of the mummies {ent us into Eu-
rope ; Maillet having about fixty
or feventy years ago detecte d*the
fraud of the Arabs, who he fays
are in the pnac‘hcc of breaking in
pieces the mummies coatained in
the catacombs in the more orna-
mented farcophagi, for the fake of
the idols they expect to find in
them, of replumw them with tole-
rably plefcrved common painted
mummies (fuch as I have called
{oft), and thus offering them for
{ale.

« The ofteological propertieswhich
I have had opportunities to obferve
in the fkulls of mummieg, are moft
of them mentioned in the defcrip-
tion of my colletion of the fkulls
of different nations above quot-
ed; and will, 1 hope, prove ufe-
ful to others for further compari-
{fons.

«“ As to the different national
phyfiognomies of theancient Egyp-
tians, L fhall here advert only to
what, in my ph}. fiological ftudy of
the varieties in the human {pecies,
I have deduced from my compari-
{ons of thefe tkulls with the artificial
monumeuts found in Egypt. For I
am wholly at a lofs to counceive how
learned writers, not only of the
f‘t:urp of the auther of the Recherches
y! o les l:w,mmz but -even pro-
feflional 'mtqumum, fuch as Win-
kelmann, and the author of the
Recherches  fur IOrigine des Arts de
Ja Grice could afcribe to the arti-
ficial monuments found in Egypt
one common character of national
ph \h«wnom\, and define the fame
in a few lines in the moft decided
and peremptory manner.

“ It appears to me that we muq
adopt at leaft three ]nnm},al Ve
rlctm in the national pu\ f10¢ gnomy
of the ancient Egyptians ; .1 which,

dike all the varieties in the human
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fpecies, are no doubt often blend-
ed together, foas to produce vari-

ous thades, but from which the
true, if I ma_v fo call it, ideal ar-
chetype may however be diftin-
guifhed, by unequivocal proper-
ties, to which the endlefs {maller
deviations in individuals may, with-
out any forced conftruétion, be ul-
tunatelv reduced.

¢ Thefe appear to me to be,
1. the Zthiopian caft; 2.the one
approaching to the Hindoo ; and,
3. the mixed, partaking in a man-
ner of both the former.

“ The firft is chiefly diftinguifh-
ed by the promment maxilla, tur-
gid lips, broad flat nofe, and pro-
truding eye-balls, fuch as Voluey
finds the Copts at prefent; fuch,
according fo his defcription, and
the beit figures given by Norden,
is the Countpn‘mce of the Sphinx;
{uch were, according to the well-
known paffage in HLrouotuo on the
origin of the Colct nans, even the
I*gvptmna of his time; and thus
hath Lucian likewife reprefented a
young Egyptian at Rame.

s ’Im “fecond, or the Hindoo
cal t differs toto crrio from the above,
as we may convince ourfelves by
the infpeftion of other Egyptian
monuments.. It 1is ch«méhuud
by a long flender nofe, long and
thin esd ds, which run upwards
from the top of the nofe towards
the temples, ears placed high on

he head, a fhort and very thin bo-
ly ﬁlm‘hne,a nd very lm {hanks,
A.s an ideal of this mxm, I fhall
only adduce the painted female fi-
guré upon the back of the far.
cophagys of capt. Lethieullier’s
mummy in Britith
um, which has been engraved t
Vertne, and which moft firikin
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efpecially in England, is fo often
to be {een upon Indian paintings.
¢ The third fort of Ecyptldn
configuration is not fimilar to ei-
ther of the preceding ones, but
feems to partake fomething of both,
which muft have been owing to the
modifications produced by local
circumftances in a foreign climate.
This is chara&terized by a peculiar
turgid habit, flabby cheeks, a fhort
chm, large plomment eyes, and ra-
ther a plump make in the perfon.
"This, as may naturally be expeéted,
is the ftrudure moft frequently to
be met with.
¢ I thought this little digreflion
the lefs intrufive, as it appears to
me that it may on the one hand
rove ufeful, not only towards il-
Iuttrating the hiftory of the origin
and defcent of the nations that were
tranfplanted into Egypt, and have
acquned the general denomination
of Egvptmns, but alfo for the de-
termination of the different periods
of the ftyle of the arts of the an-
cient Egyptians, concerning which
wehave as yet veryimper fectideas;
whilft, on the ot her hand, it mwht
lead to much accurate information
as to matter of falt; many very
eminent authors havmfr given the
moft incongruous replelev'dno ns
of the Egyptian national character,
fuch as Winkelmann for inftance,

who produced a wretched figure of

a painted mafk, without any cha-
rater whatever, engraved in Be-
ger’s Thefaur. Br Lzuuuzé.T I1I.p.402.

as one of the moft charaeriftic re-
prefpntdtlons of the form of the an-
cient Egyptians; and who, as well 2

{everal others, will bava this form to
be fimilar to that of the Chinefe ;
an affertion which, after having h.“..d
opportunities to compare twenty-
one living Chinefe at Amfterdam,
and having fince feen in London
gbundance of ancient Egyptian mo-
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numents, efpecially in the Britifh
mufeum, and the colleétions of
Mr. Townley, Mr. Knight, and
themarquis of Lanfdown, has ever
appeared to me u‘romprphenﬁb‘e.
¢ Adopting, as I think it con-
formable to nature, five races of
the human fpecies, viz. 1. the
Caucafian ; 2, the Mongolian ; 3.
the Malay; 4. the Aithiopian; §.
the American ; I think the Egyp-
tians will find their place between
the Caucafian and the Athiopean,
but that they differ from none more
han from the Mongolian, to which
the C binefe belong.
Thus far conc cerning the bo-
dlCS of the Egyptians prepared into
mummies. I fhall conclude with
fome obfervations on the proba-
ble meaning and deftination of the
diminutive mummies, which kave
given rife to the prefent inquiry.
¢ They certainly are not what
they have long, 1 believe, univer-.
fally been taken for, namely, mum-
mies of fmall children and em-
bryos. Some of them are the real
mummies of Ibifes, fuch as one of
Dr. Lettfom, and one of the two
in the Hamiltonian colleétion, in
the Britith mufeum, which had by
decay been fo far laid open as tq
allow me plainiy to dzihnfrmﬂl in it
the bill of an Ibis, and other bones
of a bird.
¢ Thefe facred birds, it is weli
known, were ufually, after having
been {wathed round with cotton
bandages, placed in earthen urns,
and deooﬁtod in the catacombs ap-
propuated to the Ibifes. * Some-
times, without being ftuck into af
um, tuey were prepare in the
form of a puppet, yet fo that the
head and bill projeéted at the top;
one of this fort has been figured by
count C.nlus And tlmdly, the
whole bird was frequently wrap-

sed ‘up in this puppet form, and
s i dreffed
)

n

ble
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dreffed in a malk, like one of the
human fpecies.

¢ But as the two others, viz.
Dr. Garthfhore’s and the Sloanian,
were externally perfectly fimilar to
the abovementioned, fam led to
conjecture (for in the total want of
information from the ancients con-
cerning thefe fmall mummies, we
muft however fix upon {fome con-
jecture,) that the manufaéturers of
mummies, who made them for fale,
in order to fave them{elves.the trou-
ble of preparing a bird, took a bone,
or other folid part of a decayed
mummy, or imleed any thing that
was neareft at hand, dreffed it up
as the mummy of an Ibis, and
tendered it for fale.

¢ Whoever recolle&ts what a
defpicable fet the Egyptian priefts
were, even in the time of Strabo,
and how the whole religious wor-
thip of the Egyptians was then al-
ready fallen into decay, will not
think this conje&ure too gratuitous,
or void of probability.

« Or fhall we rather confider
thefe puppéts as the memento mor
which it 1s well known the Egyp-
tiang were wont to introduce at
table in their meals and feitivals ¢
Herodotus fays, that little wooden
images were ufually carried about
for this purpofe, and I do actually
recolleét having feen fuch fmall

wooden reprefentations of mum-
mies in the Britith mufeum. Lu-
cian al{o relates, as an eye witnefs,
that in his time the dead bodies
themielves were introduced at ta-
ble. It is eafy to conceive how,
during the long interval of near
v00 years, before the tranfition
took place from the firft fimple
idea to this difgufting praétice, fuch
little mummies may at fome period
or other have formed the interme-
diate ftep.

¢« The author of the Reckerches
Sfur les Egyptiens feems unwilling to
to admit that real mummies had
ever been introduced at table: but
his fcepticifm appears to me to be
no better founded than the contrary
affertion of one of the moft eminent
phyficians of the lat century, Cafp,
Hoffman, who, in hisonce claffical
work de Medicamentis Officinalibus,
in the fection of the Egyptian mum-
mies, gravely relates, that in lower
Saxony no feaft was ever given
without the introduction of a mum-
my. And ftrangeas this gui pro que
between an Egyptian corpfe and a
particular kind of Brunfwick ftrong
beer muft appear, it is howevera
fa&, that feveral more modern writ-
ers upon mummies have actually
copied it out into their works with
implicit confidence.”

The Qricin and History of NEWSPAPERS in GreaT BriTAIN, to the
Reien of Grorge L

[From CuaLmErs’s LIFE of RUDDIMAN. ]

“rF~HE origin of news-papers,

thofe pleafant vehicles of in-
ﬂru&ion, thofe entertaining com-
panions of our mornings, has not
yet been inveftigated with the pre-
cifion which is undoubtedly due
towhat has been emphatically called

one of the fafeguards of our privi-
leges. We are fiill unacquainted
with the name of our firit news-
paper, and we are fiill ignoraht of
the epoch of its original publi-

catian.
« The intelligent editor of Dod{-
14 ley’s
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