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V. On the fafcinating Power of the Ratile-Snake, with jome
Remarks on Dr. BARTON’s Memoir on that Subject*. By
Profeffor BLUMENBACH. From Profeflor VoicT’s Ma-

gazin fiir den neueften zuftand der Naturkunde. Par¢ If.

1798.

IT has been afferted of manyanimals, both warn and cold-
blooded, and particularly of different fnakes, poifonous as
well as harmlefs, in the old4 and new world I, that even
when at fome diftance from other animals, efpecially thole
which ferve them as food, they have fuch a fafcinating power
over them, that they are forced to approach them juft in the
fame manner as if attracted by them.

The rattle-fnake has been particularly celebrated on ac-
count of this property, which has been denominated its fal-
cinating power ; and naturalifts have endeavoured to explain
it on the following principles. Many fuppofe that the fmall
birds, fquirrels, &c. which have been {een to fall from the
branches of trees, as it were fpontaneouily, into the mouth
of the rattle-fnake, muft have been previoufly bitten by the
fnake; and that, weakened by the activity of the poifon, they
were incapable either of flying away or of remaining longer

on the tree. Some fuppofe that the rattle-fnake, under cer-

* A Memoir concerning the fafcinating Faculty which has been afcribed
to the Rattle -Snake and other American Serpents. By Benjamin Smith
Barton, M.D. and Profeffor of Natural Hiftory and Botany in the
Univerfity of Penfylvania. Philadelphia, 1796. 70 pages 8vo.

+ M. le Vaillant fays, in his New Travels into the interior Parts of
Africa, that the fafcinating power of many {erpents 1s gcnnrully believed
by the Hottentots, as well as by many of the Negroes and Moors. B.

1 Dr. Barton fays, page 19, that he never found any traces of this af-
fertion among the Indians of South America. I however remember to
have read of a like idea in the account of many voyages to that quarterof
the world. Thus Dobrifhofier, for inftance, afferts in his Hiftory of the
Abipons, that all the Spaniards and Indians in that part of (Paraguay
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s of accountine for this phenomenon Dr. Barton makes

ilie followino objections: In recard to the firft, the com-
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mals fuppofed to have been falc rated.  Befides, this pre-

tended fafcination can be deftroyed, and the ammal faved, if
¢he fnake be immediately killed near it ; and in the laft place,
ihas {o afcinating power 18 afcribed to many {erpents
shat arc not peifonous, as for example the coluber conflritior,

aken the {ccond mode of explanation
b remarkine. that many obfervers have feen nothing of that

mephitic evaporation of the rattle-fnake ; that fmall birds,

s
swhen enclofed in 2 box with the animal, have remained
ively and well; and that the rattle-fnake often ltes whole
davs under and trecs, while thruthes and fly-catchers
neftle in 1 without any danger®,

Dr. Barton’s arocument acamit the third manner of
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! ; its rattle ; and by

its noife can bring down amimals from trees. An inters
preter, who enabled him to carry on a co

Choktaw Indian, told him the {fame thing; -

ments of M. Volmaer are well known.

3. In regard to the ftratagem of the favages, Dr. Bar-

ton knows nothing of it; and madi

nquiry, were equally ignorant on there-
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25 On tie fafcinating Power

cumftance :—The young Indians place a reed crofs-wife iry
their mouth, and by a tremulous motion of the lips imitate
the cry of young birds, by which means they entice the old
ones, fo that they can then eafily fhoot them. In this
manner the butcher bird (lanius excubitor), concealed in
the thickeft buthes, imitates the cries of young birds, and
thus often catches the old ones, who approach deceived by
the fimilarity of the found.”

As far as I know, Dr. Mead, about fifty years ago, when

controverting the 1dea Lhut prmmcnve had furnithed the

rattle-fnake with 1its rattle to 01\(’ warning to traveilers, was

(o=

the firft who afferted that it ferves the animal to terrify

fquirrels and {mall birds, which are the 1 {o ftupefied by the
fight of an enemy fo terrible to thczn, t}mt they at length
drop down and become its prey, and that this 1s what the
Indians call fafcination. He himfelf obferved, that when a
hawk was perched on a tree in a garden, the fmall birds in
the neighbourhood were fo ftupefied that they r fluttered
about within a {fmall circle, but were not in a condition to
efcape from the claws of the ravenous animal. This ac-

cords perfettly with what Dr. Barton favs himfelf, n

general, that nature has taught different animals what kind

of animals their enemies are that if fmall animals are
attralted bv the rattle-fnake it mav be owing to fear. In
regard to the pretended effect of the noife occafioned by the

rattle, 1;.',\tinug can agree better than what Dr. Barton fays

himfelf in regard to the firatagem of the young Indians with
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I thall here obferve, that 1 mr:zmcd my information from

Major Gardner, who, with his family, refided many years
in Faft Ilorida. He 1s a very intelligent naturalift, an ac-
curate obferver, and certainly would be very far from 1me«
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fourth method 5 the fum of which 1s, that thofe birds which

ander certain circumitances, as has been afferted, flutter

to the mouth of the animal, are in oeneral thofe which
110 LA 2
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neftle on the ground, in hes, or on low trees, and which
having cggs or young in their nefts, expole their lives
through love for their brood on the approach of this
dangerous enemy.

" 4 . ' I ' .
With this method of explaining the phenomenon I have
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heen acqua unted {ince 1 70K, 1rOom ti¢ before-mentioned 1Li1ay
f Michaglis, who, among many ways of {olving the problem.
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the old ones for their voung, which throw themfielves
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between the latter and their enemies, and by thefe means

become a prey to them. One of my friends, Mr. David

Colden, at r'luihing, an amateur ol natural hiftory, and fon
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neverthelefs fell towards it.

I would however add another mode of explanation from
Dr. Barton’s work itfelf, where he aflures us that the refult
of his enquiries, whether the rattle-fnake ¢ ';:[,u up trees or
not, induces him to believe the latter to be the cafe. He
had an opportunity of fecing many of them, but he always
obferved them on the ground. They never move, LJ. the
moft pwt of the ather ferpents, in a {piral manner, but
firaight on; and this is the reafon why they cannot afcend

t?:\:ts. ihc rattle-fnale 1s alfo one of the lazieft of all the

o

ferpent tribe; under thefe circumftances it feems very
natural that fuch a lazy animal fhould be endowed with the

g fafcinating
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which otherwife would have nothing to fear from a

that cannot ereep upwards;
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Plaocue. as praftifed at Smyrna. Publifbed by Count
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voN BerciutoLD. From the Verkundiger, Nov.
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C()[TNT LLeoroLD VON BERcHTOLD, well

¢

his zeal for promoting every thing that can tend to public
utility, when at Hlamburgh, in the month of July laft, pre-
fented, among mha';‘ works, to the fociety for improving the
arts, a fmall treatife, written by himfelf, on the cure and
prevention of the p!:;zg‘m' . The fociety, in compliance
with the benevolent wifh of the author, have publifhed the
following extrat from 51, which on account of its peneral
importance to mankind, and particular
(‘171111:3021‘1;11 nation, we hr)pg our readers will thank us for
¥

lavine before ti
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In the preface, Count von Berchtold pays a bandiome

mmphm(;nt to the humanity of Mr. Baldwin, ti

e Encolif
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conful, who durine a long refidence m the Turkifh empire

made very accurate obfervations on the nature o f )"‘Hmw

and endeavoured to difcover fome efficacious means of
guarding againft that dreadful and deftructive icourge.
-/ | 5 } ~

After long labour he at length found that this cliect may be
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Perfons infected by the plague, and

produced by olive ol il.

given over by the phyficians, were perfectly cured by

# The title is as follows : Defcription of a news Method to cure and
i
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prevent the Plague, which was employed with the beft Succels in tae
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