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Objervations on the Negroes. 141

downwards. [Te was thirty-five inches high at his birth,
and is now thirty-nine; fo that he has grown four inchesin
nearly as many months. Elephants are always meafured at
the thoulder ; for the arch or curve of the back, of young

1
L

: : fderablv hicher than anv other
DI1CS IM].I"[{L'Llli"&l'l\~ 15 C(,)Il;ld(fluus:. l;;_‘\m,. tnan dJ;‘y OL11€

part, and it is a fure fign of old age whenever this curve is
P . e after a slenhant
found flattened or confiderably deprefled, after an elephant
has ouce attained his full growth.

1

I'hough thele 1‘&.*111(11'1\15, as well as feveral others 1n the

above relation, do not come within the 31 l pmimi_lid:
which was merely to deferibe th : method of taking wild ¢le-

phants in the province of Tipura, yet I hope they will not
be deemed 1mpertinent or fuperfluous, efpecially as feveral
of them tend to eftablifh {fome nnpm‘tzmt mcts in the na-
tural hiftory of this animal, that are not known; or not
attended to, at leaft in anv accounts that I had an oppor-

%lk]}l v"‘ (/f L'\',i-ll(_r.

Y. Ob/e

roations on the bodily Conformation and mental Ca-

L 4 = . I2 Dpar / « 2y N o Pk f
[)1/“1, 0 iPe INegrogs. DY Lrofeffor BLUMENBACH, 17
-~ > - (s S

o

OWE

{ ] . ol Gt O 3 RS e ) 7 E17
_\LCI&_)TI'/ZL'.’A fur das neucite aus el } J.-\ L, Wllks L¥ ¢

l>t£i{if\7(;‘ a tour which I made tln'ough Swifferland, ¥

faw in the pitture-gallery at Pommersfeld four negro heads

¥y

by Vandyk, two of which in particular had the lines o
the face fo regular that the features feemed very little .di -

=

ferent from the European. At that time, as I had never ha
an opportunity of acquiring a proper knowledge 1e{owu ng
the form of the negro head and cranium, by ftudying nature,
and as I remembered that Mr. Camper, in a differtation
read in the Academy of Painting at Amfterdam, had men-
tioned that the greater part of the moft eminent painters, and
efpecially Rubens, Vandyk and Jordaens, when they painted
Mooars, copied from Europeans, whofe faces had been black-
ened for that purpofe, I afcribed the European look of the

9 above
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142 Obfervations on the Negroes.

above negro heads to this common fault. Some nionths
above negro heads to this common fault. Some nionths
after, however, I had an opportunity of (()m‘in(‘ino myfelf

that there are real neoroes whofe features correfpond very

nearly with thofe of the Fur opeans, and that the above

> 15,
heads 1n the gallery of Pommersfc }d nmiieht be a true repre-
fentation of nzaturc.

Going to paya vifit at Yverdun to the two brothers Trey-
torrens, one of whom, the chevalier, had been thirty-five
yearsin the French fervice, particularly at St. Domingo; and
the other, by means of the opportunities which his brothe
enjoyed, had a colleGion of natural curiofities that contained
miany rare articles, when I entered the court of their clegant
habitation, whichisfituated onthe road to Goumoens, I fawno
perfontofhewmeintothe houfe, except awomanof an: agreeable
figure, who was {tanding with her back t-‘;\a':uxls me. When
fhe turned round to give me an anfwer, I was much furprifed
to find that fhe was a female negro, whofe face perfectly cor=
relponded with her figure, and fud\* juftified the fidelity of
I,I'ul\ fs in Vandvk’s negro heads, which I had feen at Pon-

1
|

mersfeld.  All the features of her face, even the nofe and

hips, the latter of which were a little thick, though not fo
as to be difagreeable, had thev been covered with a white
fkin, muft have excited univerfal admiration. At the {ame
time f{he was not only exceedingly lively, and pofieffed

bl
found underftanding ; but, as I afterwards learned, was ex-
’ 1 . 1 m
formed and expert in the obftetric art. The

|

tremely well in

handfome pw“\ negrefs of Yverdun s celebrated far and
near as the beft midwife in the Italian part of Swillerland.

I was informed by her mafter, the -.'E,«".';mwr, who has 1n

his fervice alfo a negro man as elegantly formed as a ftatue,

that the was a creole from St. Dominc go; that bo'«. her pa-

TS g SRY ¥ . WG e T N T
rents were natives ot Congo, but not {o black as the negroes

OL :3\.,‘]\ 19} /l‘

bmcc that period I have had an opportunity of fecing and
converfing with many negroes, and have procured for my

(%)

collettion a great many anatomical preparations fromr negre

bedies,
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Olfervations on the Negroes. 143

bodies, which, together with what I have read in different
voyages, tend more and more to convince me of the truth
of the two following propofitions :

1. That between one negro and another there 13 as much

L

(if not more) difference in the colour, and particularly in the
lineaments of the face, as between many real negroes, and
other varieties of the human fpecies.
That the negroes, in regard to their mental faculties
and capacity, are not in(trior to the reft of the human race.
The three negro fkulls, which 1 h:u'c now hcﬂ)rc me, af-
ford, by the very I%:‘]k?—;;n_r oradation with which the linea-

ments pafs from the one to the other, a very evident proof of

the firft propofition. One of them, which Mr. Michaelis was

{o good as to bring me from New-York, and of which }

1ave given an accurate defeription in another place *, is dif-

- 3 L "-. ‘ ” = . 3 . ‘ : p p . : oy
tinguifhed by fuch a projecting upper jaw-bone, that, if the

fame pecularity beloneed to all eoroes, one might be
L |

e that they had another firft parent than
Adam. On the other hand, the lineaments of the third

have {o little of the exotic form, and are {o different from

the firft, that if [ had not diffeted the whole head pmigct ¥
. . 4 . 1 ¢t ot P Axr
entire, and juft as it was when cut from the body, I fthould

- S oo g Iy S S, S gy 8 LE - R P e R e
be in doubt whether 1 oucht to confider 1t as lm\mu actu-

ally belonged to a real negro. The fecond holds a mean
rank between both, and in its whole form has a great like-
nefs to the head of the Abyflinian Abbas Gregorius, a good
engraving of which by Heifs, in 1691, from a painting by
\()1 )1nﬂ I have now before me, and which not only

proves in general the clofe affinity of the Abyflinians with

=

1

the negroes, but approaches much nearer to the ugly ne-
groes, to {peak according to the European ideas of beauty,
than the well-formed negrefs of Yverdun, or the handfome
young negro whofe head I diffected as before mentioned, or
than a thoufand others whofe. features are little different
from thofe of the Europeans. What I have here faid is
indeed nothing elfe than a confirmation of a truth lohg
* In my Ofteology, p. 87
known,
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known, which has been already remarked by unprejudiced
travellers, as will appear by the following quotations. Le

Maire, in his Voyage to Cape Verd, Senegal, and Gam- !

1

bia*, {ays: ¢ Blacknels excepted, there are female negroes

as well made as our ladies in Eprope.” Leguat, in his well- :

known Voyages +, tells us, that he found at Batavia feveral -

very pretty negrefles, whofe faces had the perfe& European :
form. Adanfon, in his Account of Senegal }, fpeaking of 4
the female negroes there, has the following }‘,;‘.:;;1gc o %8 The -
i women are almoft as tall as the men, and equally well made |

~

Their {kin 1s remarkably fine and foft : their eyes are black ‘ f

and open; the mouth and lips {mall, and the featurcs are a

well proportimmd. Some of them are pcrfbct beauties. They {

are exceedingly lively, and have an eafy, free air, that 1s L

> Ulloa, in his Noticias Americanas ||, ob-

highly ngreczw:c.
ferves, that fome of the negroes have thick projeéting hips,
)4‘ a flat nofe, eyes deeply funk in the fockets, which m gene-
B ()

o

ral are called getudos, and wool inftead of hair. He then

adds: ““Others, whole colour 1s equally black, have features

perfeclly like thofe of the whites, particularly in regard to

b S
’ the nofe and the eyes, and {fmooth but thick hair §.”
,]'F- * Vovages aux Cap Verd, Senegal et Gambie, p. 161.
?/‘3’ ¥ Vol ii. ps 136. T Page 42, Page gz.
§ The following obfervations of an intelligeat Danith traveller may ferve

1

fiill farther to confirm the truth of Profeflor Blumenbach's propofition :

Y =3

“ Almoft all the negrocs are of a good ftature, and the Akra negroes have ¢

remarkably fine features. The contour of the face, indeed, among the ges

- R e d 5 B J k
nerality of thefe people, is different from that of the Europeans; but at

the fame time faces are found among them which, excepting the black
colour, would in Europe be confidered as beautiful. 1o common, how e
ever, they have fomething apifh, The check-bones and chin projeét very

{ ) 1

much ; and the bones of the nofe are {imaller than among the Europeans
This laft circum@ance has probably given rife to the «ficraon, that the ne-
gro women flatten tbe nofes of their children as foon as they are born.
But nofes may be feen among fome of them as much ¢levated and as re- h
gular as thofe of the l*‘.:;:'(‘:‘u;-‘n.e Their hair is woolly, curled and black,

]

7 1 / 3 e ~omb i W10 o the
but fometimes rcd.  When continually combed, 1t may be brouglit to the

e

length of half a yard ; but it never can be kept fincoth. See | L D g

Reis na Guinea. Dordrecht 1790. p. 175, EDIT

s o)
The
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The teftimonies and examples which ferve to prove the
¢ruth of the fecond propofition, refpetting the mental facul-
ties, natural talents and ingenuity of the negroes, are equally
numerous and incontrovertible. Their ‘(mlﬂmw menio-=

¥

ries, their «;_';:.Lt activity, and their acutenefs in trade, parti-
cularly with gold duft, aga inft which the moft experienced
Furopean merchant camnot be too much on his guard, are
all circumfances fo well known, that it 1s not neceflary to
enlarge on them*. The great aptitude of the flaves for
learning every kind of nice handicraft is equally well known ;
and the cafe is the fame in regard to their mufical talents;
as we have inftances of negroes playing the violin in fo maf-
terly a manner, that they gained fo much money as enabled
them to purchafe their liberty .

Of the poetical genius of the negroes inftances are known

among both {fexes. A female negro, \\1 0 was a poetels, 18
4 1 Bk IA v oe 5 ‘s 1

mentioned by Haller ; and a {pecimen of the Latin Poetr

of Francis Williams, a negro, may be found in the ”,11‘&‘1’\

of Jamaica. The interefting letters of lenatius Sancho, a
NOOTYO are wol > — > - £5.1 o
neoro, are well known ; and the two following inftances

1

will ferve as a farther proof of the capacity and talents of our
black brethren, in regard to literature and f[cience. The
proteftant clergyman J. J. Eliza Capitein was a necro} a
man of confiderable ‘1«";?1‘."1‘:' _and a oreat orator. I have in
my poflefiion an excellent print of him engraved by i anjé,
after P. Vandyk. ()L:.r worthy profeflor Hollman, when he

was at Wittenberg, conferred the degree of Doctor of Phi-

Rarhnt i"j ¥ 3 £32 e g o gy oY A n 8 T G o, ~
Barbot, in his Defeription of the Coafts 6f Northrand South Guihea, to

be found in the fifth volume of Churchhill’s Collc&tion, relates many in-

rercfting things on this fubjeét. Thus hefays, p: 235. ¢ The blacks : ,—c for

the moft part men of fenfe and wit enough; of a tharp ready apprehenfion,

and an excellent memory beyond what is eafy to imagine; for, thoucl*

they can neither read nor write, they are always rrgu’;u‘ in the tefk
P % s 44 alelx

hurry of bufinefs and trade, and feldom 111 confufion.”

’1‘ SL". ],'i Aill i‘L"L‘..v A‘ALE.-‘:X‘E\ lﬂlf‘c;: ‘-\. ‘- Erw .’x';; GULL;;C‘ D. 311
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lofophy on a negro who had fhewn himfelf to advantaoe,
not only as a writer, but as a teacher, and who afterwards
came to Berlin as a counfellor of flate to his Pruffian ma-

jefty. I have now before me two treatifes written by him#,

one of which, n particular, difplays extenfive and well-di-
gefted reading of the beft phyfiological works of the time,
Of the uncommon knowledge which many negroes have had
in the practice of medicine, very favourable teftimony has
been given by Boerhaave and De Haen, who were certainly
compctent judges; and the found fkill and dc:liux'tc c:\'pcrt-
nefs of the Yverdun accoucheufe are, as already faid, cele-
brated throughout the whole neighbourhood.

To conclude, the Academy of Sciences at Paris had among
the number of 1ts correfpondents M. Liflet a negro, in the
I{le of France, who excelled in making accurate meteorolo-

# One of them is entitled: Difért. inaug. philofopbica de bumanse
mientis awaSsia, five fenflonis ac facultalis in mente humana abfentia, el
earum in corpore nofro organico ac wivo prafen n, g;mr: Pr=f. D
MarT. GoTTH. LOESCHERO publicé defendit auflor AxT. GUIL
AmMo, Guinea-Afer, Phil. es A.A. L.L. Mag. et J. V. C. Wix ,
734, m. Apr. The title of the otheris: Difp. philsfiphica, continens
ideam diftinédam eorum quae compeiunt v [ menti wel corpori /’ *:fz'vv
st organico, quam Prafide M. ANT. GuIir. Amo, Guinea- Afro, 4. 2g.

Mai; 1734, defendit Jo. THEODOS, Meimner Roehliz-Mifnie. Philof
t J. V. Cultor. In an account of Amo’s lifc, printed on this occafion in
name of the Academic Couneil, it is faid, among other things refpetting

his talents : ¢ Honorem, meritis ingenii partumn, infigni probitatis, induf-

sriee, eruditionis, quam publicis privatifque exercitationibus declaravit,
laude auxit—Compluribus philofophiam domi tradidit excuflis tam vete-
rum, quam noverum, placitis, optima quzque felegit, {cle€ta enucleard
. [ R v 9 : =
ac dilucidé interpretatus eft.”’ And the prefident, in defending the firft
mentioned treatife, fays exprefsly, in the annexed congratulation to Amo,
¢« Tuum potifimum eminetingenium feliciffimum=—utpote qui iftius feli-

ele

1 €ic ‘I‘T. am,

citatem ac preftantiam, eruditionis ac doéirinz {oliditatem ac
multis fpeciminibus haétenus in neftra etiam academra mngnu cum ap-
plaufu omnibus bonis, et in praefenti differtatione egregi¢ comprobafti,

Reddo tibi illam proprio marte eleganter ac erudite elaboratam,. inte-

gram adhuc et plané immutatam, ut vis ingenii tuj eo magis exinde

_@.‘1::;}
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gical obfervations. On the other hand, whole provinces
of Europe might, in my opinion, be named, from which
it would be difficult to produce at prefent virtuolo’s,
poets, philofophers, and correfpondents of a learned aca-

demy.

!
I

VI. Agenda, or a Collection of Obfervations and Refearches
the Refults of which may [ferve as the Foundation for a
Theory of the Earth. By M. DE SAUSSURE. From

Journal des Mines. No. A X,

[ Contnued from page 41. ]

CHAP. VI
Obfervations to be made on Rivers and other Currents of

Water.

L

-
z.EXTENT of their courfe, and their inclination from
their fources to their mouth.

2. Their dimenfions, breadth, depth and velocity in the
different parts of their courfe.

3. Quantity of their periodical increafe and decreafe at
different feafons; their temperature during thefe feafons;
and the caufes of thefe variations.

4. Limits and caufes of their extraordinary inundations.

5. Whether they are navigable, and to what diftance
from their mouth ?

6. The nature, purity, and falubrity of their waters,

#. The nature of the fand or mud which they carry aTbng
with them ; and to what diftance they may be traced on the
banks or at the bottom of the fea where their mouths are
fituated. M. Beflon even withes that the traveller thould be
furnithed with a wooden veflel (/ebille) to wath the fand
and feparate the more ponderous particles, which may confift
of metal or precious fiones, The motion of the waves is alfo

L2 often




	00000001
	00000002
	00000003
	00000004
	00000005
	00000006
	00000007
	00000008
	00000009
	00000010
	00000011
	00000012

