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PHILOSOPHICAL MAGAZINE.,

FUNE 1700.

I. On the Poffibility of Cafual Mutilations i the Bodies of
Animals becoming in the Courfe of Time bereditary Marks

of Diflinétion. By Profeflor BLUMENBACH ¥,

THAT it 1s poflible for mutilations produced in the bodies
of animals, either by accident or by artificial means, efpeci-
ally when repeated through a whole feries of generations,
to degenerate in the courfe of time into hereditary marks of
diftin&tion, feems & priorz to be 1ncontrovertible. At any
rate, I thould be glad to fee the phyfiologift who can aflign
a reafon why this thould not be as poflible as the tranfmiffion
of hereditary organic difeafes, or hereditary monfirofities +,

or

* From Magazin fur das Newcfle avs der Phyfik.  Vol, VI,

+ Of the numerous and partly well known inftances of this kind I fhall
quote only a recent one, mentioned by M. Schulz in his Obferwvations on a
monflrous canary bird, p. 17. A Spanifh bitch,” fays he, ¢ which
had been in my poffeffion for feveral years, was not only brought forth
without a tail, but at various times produced puppies fome of whom were
defiitute of tails alfo. As often as this bitch brought forth more than one
PUpPpPY, cne of them perhaps was quite perfett ; the greater part, however,
had half tails or tails till thorter, and one at lea®t had no tail at all. The

moft {ing

Vor.1V R

1 1
l=ae +hsy 1 & Ags 4 ' " ¢ 3 o i 5
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2 On the Poflibility of Mutilations in Bodics

or the moft individual traits in family likenefles, fuch as z
thick under lip, ftrong eye-brows, and {o on, which certainly
did not all defecend from Adam ; but which have firlt ap-
peared at a certain generation, and fince that pertod have
been continued, with more or lefs conflanecy, by hereditary

tranfriifiion,
1. Inflances among Animals.

We are told by Sir Kenelm Dighy*, that the tail of a cat
having been cut off when young, fome of the kittens, which fhe
afterwards brought forth, were always without tails. Nath.
Highmore +, who in explaining the nature of generation
differs fo much from Sir Kenelm, fays that he faw a bitch
which wanted almoft the whole tail from the rump, and that
the half of her young were brought into the world with
tails, and the other balf without. Baflon ] aflerts that he
faw dogs, the ears and tails of which had been cropped for
many generations, and which transferred this mutilation,
either totally or 1n part, to their pofterity.

M. R. Malch, of New Strelitz, gives an account, in the
Naturforfcher §, of a butcher’s dog, the tail of whieh, ac-
cording to cuftom, had been cut off, and which having co-
pulated with a fhe-wolf, that had been caught, the latter
produced three baftards. Among thefe was a male, half
grey like the father, and born with a cropped tail; fo that the
cafual mutilation of the dog, as the author fays, was tranf-
ferred to this baftard. .

We are told by D. Forfter ||, that it has been remarked in

to the father, whether grey-hound, fpaniel, &c. in regard to colour and

bodily conformation ; and derived nothing more from their mother, the
3 Bitals e Ve 6 : e ‘ ‘
1 Dirch, than the gularit / i il
| 1an fimgularity of having enly the third part of a rail, ot

Spanii
no tail at all.,”

*® On the Nature of Bodics, p. » 14,
+ Hiftory of Generation, P- 31.

t Hiftoire Naturelle, vol, xiv.

-
)
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¥
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cs are continually docked, and both
ftallions and mares kept {o for many generations, the foals,
at laft, come nto the world with fome articulations ie‘w;.'r
in the tail. - Buffon * has enlarged Dwtt\' tully on this fub-
ject, and endeavoured to prove, by the help of anatomy, that
the callofities on the breaft-bone and knees of the camel are
merely the confequence of their fubjection, and the force by
which thefe animals of burden, as is well known, are obliged
down; and as the young camels, when brought
forth, have callofities of the like kind, he gives this as a
proof of the hereditary tran{miflion of fuch variations pro=
duced by art.

T j (T 0 U, $ s 7\]'*, Qa8
Tl’ . l JLATLCES (U/'./'J,’.’.g the Human ‘Ih’: CLES o
. LS

b | - 1 ',l ?7 ] - " N -
Cardan + Ipeaks of the well known ancient cuftom of
1 oy g g MO RETS o TSR 7 LT ([N e i e T (88
LD [)(".xl\hlz)h Ol /)/'Af'/’.r / e, WO l)la‘fi"xl pDeLtween b(_)dldz‘

the heads of their new-born children. This cuftom, how-

1T 1 (Y s Y Y L4 "‘ Lol & 0 ~,‘- ‘." " : 8 Y ' ~ H " x "t ]
ever, became atterwards like a {fecond nature; {o that, in the

courie of time, children were broueht into the world with
heads formed in that inenlar monner: and Cardan expre 1\'*

favs, that this flatnefs of the head was originally the work of

art, and not of nature. Conflut igitur, to ufe his own ex-
Sveods: Buaswin Lidn N AL s TR R . e
preflions, bumanam formam multis modis variari, tum arte,

rna fucceffione.  Hippocrates, in his work upon air,

water and f,iim:x:y, mentions fomething of the like kind in
o the Macrocephali, a pu);l on the borders of the
Black Sea, who prefied the heads of their new-born children
and this practice repeated, lhl'(_n'.r’n many generations, pro-
duced at le ngth an hereditary diftinétion; fo that the chil-
d

dren were born with heads (\I a particular form. ¢ At firt,”
f s e R B . 3
14ays }IC +s  the prac tice of the country {feems to have been

TP : P
the caule of this conformation: but cuftom afterwards be-

Hiftoire \amrd!c, vol. ¥i.

}

iRy A g o
P Vol. iii. p- 162 of Spon’s edition of his works.

pallage 1s tranflated from the original in Chartieri's edition,
:
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F N On the Poffibility of Mutilations in Bodies

came nature. Thofe who had the largeft heads were corr
fidered as the nobleft; and for this reafon the Macrocephals
prefled the yet pliable tender heads of thewr children with
their hands, and forced them to extend in length by bandages
and other means. This artificial procefs gave occafion to the
fubfequent increafe of fize in the head among thefe people,
fo that artificial means were no longer requifite for that pur-
pofe.”” Hippocrates, however, adds in a {hort fection: ¢ That
in his time their heads had no longer that fingular forny
completely, becaufe they had entirely neglected the above
artificial means of formation.”” But that this very little con-
tradicts his preceding account and opinion is thewn by the
intermediate paffages, where he endeavours te explain the
phenomenen from his well known theory of generation.
¢ The generative matter,”” fays he, < 1s- colledted from all
parts of the body. From found bodies it comes found, and
from difeafed bodics dufeafed. Now, as bald heads, blue
eyes, and overgrown bodies are tranfmitted in familics, and
the like rule takes place in- other circumftances of conforma-
tion, why fhould not children with great heads be produced
by great headed parents?”” Hippacrates, therefore, evidently
meant only that in the courfe of time Nature fometimas
abandons forms fhe has affumed, and returns again to the
original.

Ariftotle, in his work on the generation of animals, {peak-
myg of the grounds on which the theory of Hippocrates re-
fpecting gencration is founded, fays: < It is very probable
for this reafon, befides-others, that children not only refemble
their parents i internal and innate properties, but even in
external marks which are merely cafual; for there are in-
ftances of moles being tranfmitted from parents to their
children, and on the very fame parts of the body. He him-
fe]f quotes a Chaldean, who, having a mole on his arm, tranf-
mitted it to his fon, though in the latter it was not {o appa-
rent as in the father. Pliny alfo, where he treats of marks,
moles, and the like, being fometimes inherited by children,

adds,

B L s 0¥ 7
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adds, by way of example: Quarto partu Dacorum originis
nota in brachio redditur, In my opinlon, this paflage alludes
to the hereditary tranfmiflion of moles among the Dacians,
Llyrians, &c. who, according to the teftumony of many of
the Ancients, were diftinguifhed by this fingularity.

The late M. Odgnn once came to me, full of aftonithment,
and told me that he had et with a fimilar inftance in the
family of a ftaff-officer, who lived in the neighbourhood.
The father in his younger days had received a wound in the
little finger of his right hand, which had been rendcred
crooked during the cure; and his fon and daughter were
born each with the little finger of the fame hand crooked. I
have fince feen both the father and daughter, and have been
convinced, by infpecting their hands, of the truth of the above
information.

A literary man of very great acutenefs, when converfing
with .me on this fubject, ftarted the following objeétion :
“If artifidal mutilations can become hereditary, children
born of circumeifed parents mauft often be bern without the
torefkin, which dees not appear to be the cafe.”” At that
time I was ;1('.~_‘iu;1iiltcd with only one inftance of this kind
i Steph. Gerlach’s Journal ; but one example did not ap-
pear to me to be of any peculiar weight. I, however, once
happened to afk a Jew of this place, 2 man not deftitute of
learning, and well acquainted with the ritual of his nation
relpecting this circumftance, and was told that it frequently
happened that the children of the Jews were brought into
the: world with {o thort a forefkin that it required an ex.
perienced and carefyl hand to circumcife them. This in-
nate deficieney is diftinguithed by a particular Hebrew ap-
pellation, nauld mobl, or born circumcifed, Hjs own father,
who had circumcifed above 700 boys, and who was cele-
brated on account of his expertnefs in this cafe, not at all
nncommon, often {poke of the difficulty of performing the
operation under fuch urcumftancu In a word, what had

appeared to me an argument againit the here ditery tranfmif.
B3 fion
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6 Travels through Turkey,

el

fion of artificial mutilations, became unexpectedly an 1m-
portant argument in its favour. I will, }mwm'cr, readily
acknowledge, that all the cafes above mentioned may not be

of equal authenticity, and equally incontrovertible l)ut cven

though the leaft improbable fhould be rnfl;c&cd, there will
i . - . y v oty 1 CF SRR b
ft1ll remain, to fupport the probability of the thing, as many

R N A e Al bt ,
as could be defired for a propofition which cannot well be

S TR TR DI D%
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1L. Report on the Travels of C. Ovivier and C. Bru-
+ / 4
GUIERE, undertaken by order of the French Gover ;1771:'7',‘,,,

through the Ottoman Empire, Egypt and. Perfra, durn

‘g
) g el - A ¢ e Ak e
the Years 1792, 93, 94, 95, 90 and g7 *,
[ Concluded from the laft Volume, p. 347.]
L
w
HIS journey was extremely interefting; for, befides

1 1)

the great number ol “objects which we colle¢ted, and the ob-
fervations we had occafion to make, we were furprifed to fee
a country exceedingly fertile, yet almoit a defert, and often
voleanic, exhibiting, at every-tep, vefliges of ancient citices,
We croffed the Euphrates and the Tigris on wretched
wooden boats ; and two rivers, which flow from the moun-
tains of Curdiftan, on boats formed of a number of inflated

fkins joined together, I fhall deferibe, with fome minute-

0gc
nefs, this fimple method of crofling rivers, becaufe it might
be employed with advantage in Europe, on account of the
facility and trifling expence of tranfporting a great nunmiber
of {kins ; of mflating them in a moment, and uniting them
firmly together by means of the branches of trees; and of
conveying, in this manner, over the largeft rivers, a whole
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When we arrived at Bagdad, the pacha was fo i1l that two
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£erilan phynicians, who attended him, had given over all
g

3% 1 . AT Bt N R £4s : ] {
e the Sittincs aF tha Ny | T Roe Biagay - : ; 5
A€ad in the pittl § O thi€ Jvationa. snititute, ‘e _;L‘.]]J-, L,j'ﬂ], l,y .

tl
an
or

de




	00000001
	00000002
	00000003
	00000004
	00000005
	00000006
	00000007
	00000008
	00000009
	00000010
	00000011
	00000012

