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THE LIFE
OF

IGNATIUS SANCHO.

“ Quamvis ille niger, quamvis tu candidus esses.”
Vircrw.

Tue extraordinary Negro, whose Life I
am about to write, was born A. D. 1729,
on board a ship in the Slave-trade, a few
days after it had quitted the coast of
Guinea for the Spanish West-Indies; and
at Carthagena he received from the hand

of the Bishop, Baptism, and the name of
Ignatius.

A disease of the new climaté put an
early period to his mother’s existence ; and
his father defeated the miseries of slavery
by an act of suicide. |

At little more than two years old, his
master brought him to England, and gave
him to three maiden sisters, resident at

a
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Greenwich ; whose prejudices had unhap-
pily taught them, that African ignorance
was the only security for his obedience,
and that to enlarge the mind of their slave
would go near to emancipate his person.
'The petulance of their disposition sur-
named him Sancho, from a fancied resem-
blance to the "Squire of Don Quixote.

But a patron was at hand, whom Igna-
_ tius Sancho had merit enough to conciliate
at a very early age. '

The late Duke of Montagu lived on
Blackheath : he accidentally saw the little
Negro, and admired in him a native frank-
ness of manner as yet unbroken by servi-
tude, and unrefined by education—IHe
brought him frequently home to the Du-
chess, indulged his turn for reading with:
presents of books, and strongly recom-
mended to his mistresses the duty of culti-
vating a genius of such apparent fertility.

His mistresses, however, were inflexible,
and even threatened on angry occasions to
return Ignatius Sancho to his African sla-
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very. Thelove of freedom had increased
with years, and began to beat high in his
bosom.—Indignation, and the dread of
constant reproach arising from the detec-
tion of an amour, infinitely criminal in the
eyes of three maiden ladies, finally deter-
mined him to abandon the family.

]

His noble patron was recently dead.—
Ignatius flew to the Duchess for protec-
tion, who dismissed him with reproof.—
He retired from her presence in a state of
despondency and stupefaction.

Enamoured still of that liberty, the
scope of whose enjoyment was now limited
to his last five shillings, and resolute to
maintain it with life, he procured an old
pistol for purposes which his father’s ex-
ample had suggested as familiar, and had
sanctified as hereditary.

In this frame of mind the futility of re-
‘monstrance was obvious. The Duchess
secretly admired his character; and at
lerigth consented to admit him into her

household, where he remained as butler till
a2



[ iv ]
her death, when he found himself, by her
Grace’s bequest and his own aconomy,

possessed of seventy pounds in money,
and an annuity of thirty.

. Freedom, riches, and leisure, haturally
led a disposition of African texture into
indulgences; and that which dissipated
the mind of Ignatius completely drained
the purse. In his attachment to women,
he displayed a profuseness which not un-
usually characterizes the excess of the
~ passion.—Cards had formerly seduced

him ; but an unsuccessful contest at crib-

bage with a Jew, who won his clothes,
had determined him to abjure the propen-
sity, which appears to be innate among
his countrymen.—A French writer relates,

‘that in the kingdoms of Ardrah, Whydah,

and Benin, a Negro will stake at play his
fortune, his children, and his liberty. Ig-

natius loved the theatre to such a point
of enthusiasm, that his last shilling went
to Drury-Lane, on Mr. Garrick’s repre-
sentation of Richard.—He had been even
induced to consider the stage as a resource
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in the hour of adversity, and his com-
plexion suggested an offer to the manager
of attempting Othello and Oroonoko ; but
a defective and incorrigible articulation
rendered it abortive.

He turned his mind once more to ser-
vice, and was ‘retained a few months by
the Chaplain at Montagu-house. That
roof had been ever auspicious to him ; and
the present Duke soon placed him about
his person, where habitual regularity of
life led him to think of a matrimonial con-
nexion, and he formed one accordingly
with a very deserving young woman of
‘West-Indian origin,

Towards the close of the year 1773, re-
peated attacks of the gout, and a constitu-
tional corpulence, rendered him incapable
of further attendance in the Duke’s family.

At this crisis, the munificence which
had protected him through various vicis-
sitydes did not fail to exert itself ; with the
result of his own frugality, it enabled him
and his wife to settle themselves in a shop

ad
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of grocery, where mutual and rigid in-
dustry decently maintained a numerous
family of children, and where a life of do-
mestic virtue engaged private patronage
and merited public imitation.

In December 1780, a series of compli-
cated disorders destroyed him.

Of a Negro, a Butler, and a Grocer,
there are but slender anecdotes to ani-
mate the page of the biographer ; but it
has been held necessary to give some
sketch of the very singular man, whose
letters, with all their imperfections on
their head, are now offered to the public.

The display those writings exhibit of
epistolary talent, of rapid and just con-
ception, of wild patriotism, and of uni-
versal philanthropy, may well apologize
for the protection of the Great, and the
friendship of the Literary. )

The late Duchesses of Queensberry and
- Northumberland pressed forward to serve -
the author of them. The former intrusted
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to his reformation a very unworthy fa-
vourite of his own complexion.—Garrick

and Sterne were well acquainted wih
Ignatius Sancho.

A commerce with the Muses was sup-
ported amid the trivial and momentary
interruptions of a shop ; the Poets were
studied, and even imitated with some suc-
cess ;—two pieces were constructed for the
stage ;—the Theory of Music was discus-
sed, published, and dedicated to the Prin-
cess Royal ;—and Painting was so much
within the circle of Ignatius Sancho’s
judgment and criticism, that Mortimer
came often to consult him.

Such was the man whose species philo-
sophers and anatomists have endeavoured
to degrade as a deterioration of the hu-
man ; and such was the man whom Fuller,
with a benevolence and quaintness of
phrase peculiarly his own, accounted

¢ God’s Image, though cut in Ebony.”

To. the harsh definition of the naturalist,
a4
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eppressions political and legislative have
been added ; and such are hourly aggra-
vated towards this unhappy race of men
by vulgar prejudicé and popular insult,
To combat these on commercial prin-
ciples, has been the labour of Labat, Fer-
man, and Lennezet—such an effort here
would be an impertinent digression.

Of those who have speculatively visited
and described the slave-coast, there are
not wanting some who extol the mental
abilities of the natives. I’Elbee, Moore,
and Bosman, speak highly of their mecha-
nical powers and indefatigable industry,
Desmarchais does not scruple to affirm,
that their ingenuity rivals the Chinese.

He who could penetrate the interior of
Africa, might not improbably discover
negro arts and polity, which could bear
little analogy to the ignorance and gross-
ness of slaves in the sugar-islands, expa-
triated in infancy, and brutalized under
the whip and the task-master. -
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And he who surveys the extent of intej_
lect to which Ignatius Sancho had attained
by self-education, will perhaps conclude,
that the perfection of the reasoning facul-
ties does not depend on a peculiar confor-
mation of the skull or the colour of a
-common integument ¥, in defiance of that
wild opinion,  which,” says a learned
writer of these times, * restrains the opera-
§ tions of the mind to particular regions,
“ and supposes that a luckless mortal may
“ be born in a degree of latitude too high
$ or too low for wisdom or for wit,”

* In farther illufiration of this paffage the Editor has
thought it not irrelevant to the general tenor of this pub-
lication to fubjoin the following obfervations from the
celebrated work of profeffor Blumenbach intitled—
¢ Obfervations on the bodily Conformation and mental
¢ Capacity of the Negroes. From Magazin fur das
¢ neuefle aus der Phyfik,” Vol. 1V,

¢ During a tour which I made through Swifferland, I
faw in the piture-gallery at Pommersfeld four negro
heads by Vandyk, two of which in particular had the
lines of the face fo regular that the features feemed very
little different from the European. At that time, as I
bad never had an opportunity of acquiring a proper
knowledge refpe&ing the form of the negro head and
cranium, by ftudying nature, and as I remembered that

5
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Mr. Camper, in a differtation read in the Academy of
Painting at Amfterdam, had mentioned that the greater
part of the moft eminent painters, and efpecially Rubens,
Vandyk and Jordaens, when they painted Moors, copied
from Europeans whofe faces had been blackened for
that purpofe, I afcribed the European look of the above
negro heads to this common fault. Some months after,
however, I had an opportunity of convincing myfelf that
there are real negroes whofe features correfpond very
nearly with thofe of the Europeans, and that the above
heads in the gallery of Pommersfeld might be a true re~
prefentation of nature.

¢ Going to pay a vifit at Yverdun to the two brothers
Treytorrens, one of whom, the chevalier, had been
thirty-five years in the French fervice, particularly at St.
Domingo; and the other, by means of the opportunities
which his brother enjoyed, had a colleftion of hatural
curiofities that contained many rare articles, when I en-
tered the court of their elegant habitation, which is fitu-
ated on the road to Goumoens, I faw no perfon to thow
me into the houfe, except a woman of an agreable figure,
who was ftanding with her back towards me. When
fhe turned round to give me an anfwer, I was much fur-
prifed to find that fhe wasafemale negro,whofe face perfe@-
ly correfponded with her figure,and fully juftified the fide-
lity of likenefs in Vandyk’s negro heads, which I had
feen at Pommersfeld. All the features of her face, even
the nofe and lips, the latter of which were a little thick,
though not {o as to be difagreeable, had they been covered
with a white fkin, muft have excited univerfal admira-
tion. At the fame time fhe was not only exceedingly
lively, and poffeflfed a found underftanding; but, as I
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afterwards learned, was extremely well informed and ex.
pert in the obftetric art. The handfome pretty negrefs
of Yverdunis celebrated far and near as the beft midwife
in the {talian part of Swifferland. I was informed by
her mafter, the chevalier, who has in his fervice allo a
negro man as elegantly formed as a ftatue, that the was
a creole from St. Domingo; that both her parents were
natives of Congo, but not fo black as the negroes of
Senegal.

¢ Since that period I have had an opportunity of fee-
ing and converfing with many negroes, and have pro-
cured for my colleCtion a great many anatomical
preparations from negro bodies, which, together with
what I have read in different voyages, tend more and
more to convince me of the truth of the two following
propofitions :

¢¢ 1. That between one negro and another there is as
much (if not more) difference in the colour, and parti-
cularly in the lineaments of the face, as between many
real negroes and other varieties of the human fpecies.

¢¢ 2. That the negroes, in regard to their mental facul-
ties and capacity, aré not inferior to the reft of the hu-
man race. _

¢ The three negro fkulls, which I have now before
me, afford, by the very ftriking gradation with which
the lineaments pafs from the one to the other, a very
evident proof of the firfk propofition. One of them,
which Mr. Michaelis was fo good as to bring me from
New-York, and of which I have given an accurate de-
fcription in another place*, is diftinguifhed by fuch a
proje&ing upper jaw-bone, that, if the fame peculiarity

* In my Osteology, p. 87. ’
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belonged to all negroes, one might be tempted to fuppofe .
that they had another firft parent than Adam. On the
other hand, the lineaments of the third have fo little of
the exotic form, and are fo different from the firft, that,
if I had not diffe¢ted the whole head perfe&ly entire, and
juft as it was when cut from the body, I fhould be in
doubt whether I ought to confider it as having a&ually
belonged to a real negro. The fecond holds a mean rank
between both, and in its whole form has a great likenefs
to the head of the Abyffinian Abbas Gregorius, a good
“engraving of which by Heifs, in 1691, from a painting
by Von 3and, I have now before me, and which not
only proves in general the clofe affinity of the Abyflinians
with the negroes, but approaches much nearer to the
ugly negroes, to fpeak according to the European ideas
of beauty, than the well-formed negrefs of Yverdun, or
the handfome young negro whofe head I diffe&ed as be-
fore mentioned, or than a thoufand others whofe features
are little different from thofe of the Europeans. What I
have here faid is indeed nothing elfe than a confirmation
of a truth long known, which has been already remarked
by unprejudiced travellers, as will appear by the following
quotations. Le Maire, in his Voyage to Cape Verd,
Senegal, and Gambia ¥, fays: ¢ Blacknefs excepted,
there are female negroes as well made as our ladies in
Europe.” Leguat, in his well-known Voyages +, tells
us, that he found at Batavia feveral very pretty negreffes,
* whofe faces had the perfeét European form. Adanfon, in
his Account of Sencgal I, fpeaking of the female ne-
groes there, has the following paffage : < The women

* Voyages aux Cap Verd, Senegal et Gambje, p. 161.
1 Vol. il. p. 136. 1 Page 22,

/
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are almoft as tall as the men, and equally well made.
Their fkin is remarkably fine and foft: their eyes are
black and open; the mouth and lips fmall, and the fea-
tures are well proportioned. Some of them are perfe&
beauties. They are exceedingly lively, and have an eafy,
free air, that is highly agreeable.”” Ulloa, in his Noticias
Americanas *, obferves, that fome of the negroes have
thick projeéting lips, a flat nofe, eyes deeply funk in the
fockets, which in general are called getudos, and wool
inftead of hair. He then adds: ¢¢ Others, whofe colour
is equally black, have features perfetly like thofe of the
whites, particularly in regard to the nofe and the eyes,
and fmooth but thick hair ¢.””

¢¢ The teftimonies and examples which ferve to prove
the truth of the fecond propofition, refpeéting the men-

* Page 92.

1 The following observations of an intelligent Danish traveller
may serve still further to confirm the truth of Professor Blumen-
bach’s proposition: < Almost all the negroes are of a good stature,
and the Akra negroes have remarkably fine features, The contour
of the face, indeed, among the generality of these people, is dif.

.ferent from that of the Europeans ; butat the same time faces are
found among them which, excepting the black colour, would in
Europe be considered as beautiful. In common, however, they
have something apish. The cheek-bones and chin project very
much ; and the bones of the nose are smaller than among the En-
ropeans. This last circumstance has probably given rise to the
assertion, that the negro women flatten the noses of their children
as soon as they are born. But noses may be seen among some of
them as much elevated and as regular as those of the Europeans.
‘Their hair is woolly, curled and black, but sometimes red. When
continually combed, it may be brought to the length of half a
vard ; but it never can be kept smooth,” . See P. E, Isert Reis na
Guinea, Dordrecht 1790. p. 175. Epit.
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tal faculties, natural talents and ingenuity of the negroes,
are equally numerous and incontrovertible. Their afto-
nifhing memories, their great alivity, and their acute-
nefs in trade, particularly with gold duft, againft which
the moft experienced European merchant cannot be too
much on his guard, are all circumftances fo well known,
that it is not neceflary to enlarge on them *. The great
aptitude of the flaves for learning every kind of nice
handicraft is equally well known; and the cafe is the
fame in regard to their mufical talents, as we have in-
flances of negroes playing the violin in fo mafterly a
manner, that they gained fo much money as enabled
them to purchafe their liberty t.

¢ Of the poetical genius of the negroes inftances are
known among both fexes. A female negro, who was 2
poetefs, is mentioned by Haller; and a fpecimen of the
Latin poetry of Francis Williams, a negro, may be
found in the Hiftory of Jamaica. The interefting Letters
of [gnatius Sancho, a negro, are well known ; and the
two following inftances will ferve as a further proof of the
capacity and talents of -our black brethren, in regard to
literature and fcience. The proteftant clergyman J. J.
Eliza Capitein was a negro ; a man of confiderable learn-

* Barbot, in his Description of the Coasts of North and South
Guinea, to be found in the’ fifth volume of Churchill’s Collections,
relates many interesting things on this subject. Thus he says,
p- 285. * The blacks are for the most part men of sense and wit
enongh, of a sharp ready apprehension, and an excellent memory
beyond what is easy to imagine ; for, though they can neither read
nor write, they are always regular in the greatest hurry of business
and trade, and seldom in confusion.”

t See Urlsperger's Americanisch Ackerwerk Gottes, p. 811,
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ing, and a great orator. I have in my pofleffion an ex-
cellent print of him engraved by Tanjé, after P. Vandyk
Our worthy profeflfor Hollman, when he was at Witten-
berg, conferred the degree of Doctor of Philofophy on
a negro who had thown himfelf to advantage, not only
as a writer but asa teacher, and who afterwards came
to Berlin as a counfellor of ftate to his Pruffian majefty.
I have now before me two treatifes written by him *,
one of which, in-particular, difplays extenfive and well-
digefted reading of the beft phyfiological works of the
time. Of the uncommon knowledge which many ne-
groes have had in the praétice of medicine, very favour-
able teftimony has been given by Boerhaave and De
Haen, who were certainly competent judges; and the
found fkill and delicate expertnefs of the Yverdun ac-
coucheufe are, as already faid, celebrated throughout the
whole neighbourhood., ’
. ¢ To conclude, the Academy of Sciences at Paris had

among the number of its correfpondents M. Liflet, a ne-
gro, in the Ifle of France, who excelled in making ac-
curate meteorological obfervations. On the other hand,
whole provinces of Europe might, in my opinion, be
named, from which it would be difficult to produce at
prefent virtuofos, poets, philofophers, and correfpondents
of a learned academy.

* One of them is entitled : Dissert. inaug. philosophica de Au-
mane mentis axabre, sive ionis -ac facultatis in mente humane
absentia, et earwm in corpore nostro organico ac vivo presentia,
guam Praes. D. MarT. GoTTH. LOEScCHERO publice defendit auc-
tor ANT. GuiL. Amo, Guinea-Afer, Phil. et A. A. L. L, Mag,
et]. V. C. Witicberge 1784, m. Apr. ‘The title of the other is
Disp. philosophica, continens ideam distinctam corum que competunt
cal menti vel corpori nostre wive et orgamico, quam Praside M.

6




[ wi ],

AxT. GuiL. AMO, Guinea-Afro, d. 29 Maii 1784, dcfendit Jo.
Tueopos, Meiner Rochliz-Misnie. Philos. et J. V. Cultor. In
an account of Amo's life, printed on this occasion in name of the
Academic Council, it is said, among other things respecting his
talents: ¢ Honorem, meritis ingenii partum, insigni probitatis,
industri, eruditionis, quam publici$ privatisque exercitationibus
declaravit, laude auxit—Compluribus philosophiam domi tradidit
excussis tam veterum, quam novorum, placitis, optima quaque
selegit, selecta enucleatt ac dilucide interpretatus est.” And the
president, in defending the first-mentioned treatise, says expressly,
in the annexed congratulation to Amo, “ Tuum potissimum emi-
net ingenium felicissimum—utpote qui istius felicitatem ac prastan-
tiam, |eruditionis ac doctrine soliditatem ac elegantiain, multis
speciminibus hactenus in nostra etiam academia magno cum ap-
plausu omnibus bouis, et in presenti dissertatione egregi¢ compro~
basti. Reddo tibi illam proprio marte eleganter ac erudité elabo-
_ratam, integram adhuc et plan¢ immutatam, ut vis ingenii tui eo
magis exinde elucescat.




