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have here been conne@ed; and you may reft af-
fured, that from my mind they fhall never be
bb]it_erated. While [ am anxious to hold a placg
in your efteern, and to be a fharer in your affec-
tions, I afk no more than I am willing to Geftow,
'Wherever you may be fituated, my beft wﬂhes
thall always attend you, and in whatever I can
promote your intereft, my utmoft-efforts thall be
chearfully exerted.

¢ Farewell, gentlemen: May every one whom
you follow as a teacher be equally anxious and
affiduous to inftruct you; may every one whom
you rank among the number of your friends be
equally fincere when he offers you his ferv:ces,
and, may your honeft and induftrious exertions
be ever properly and fully rewarded. Continue
through life the fame care and attention which
you have here difplayed, and reft fatisfied, that,
though the reward of virtue and induftry may
fometimes be flow, yet in the end it is always
fure.”> -

¥ % % F

Dr Henry Marcard, Phyfician at Hanover,
in a letter to Dr Duncan, relates the followmg
inflance of the congelation of quickfilver.

On
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On the 11th of January 174, 2 young ftu-
dent of phyfic at Goettingen, about half an
hour after five o’clock in the afternoon, put
three drams of quickfilver into a fmall open glafs,
Upon this, he laid fome loofe fnow and {2l am-
moniac, mixed in equal parts, This he put out
at a window, from the third floor of a houfe, by
which it was expofed to the open air from the
north-weft, And he, at the fame time, mixed
with the fnow upon which the glais ftood, about
two drachms of fal ammoniac,

The fnow and falt were foon congealed ; but
on the mercury no alteration was perceived, till
about one o’clock in the morning; Mr Blumen-
bach then found that the quickfilver was become
folid. He obferved, that it was divided into fix
pieces, two very large ones, of more than a
dram each, One of them had a hemifpherical
fhape, the other cylindrical. The four others of
a fmaller fize, were nearly about half a fcruple
each. They were all with a flat fide, frozen faft
to the glafs, but not in conta@® with the fnow
and fal ammoniac; with which it was covered.
Their colour was different from that of mercury
in its liquid ftate; it was pale, without any glofs,

and
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and tended a little to a blue colour, fomewhat
refembling zinc.

Mr Blumenbach would have broken the g]afs
to try how they did under the hammer; but he
wifhed rather to have witneffes of this curious
phacnomenon. At this time, Fahrenheit’s ther-
mometer ftood ten degrees under o. In the
morning, about feven o’clock, he obferved, that
the hemifpherical piece began to melt, perhaps
from its being more expofed to the open air, and
from its being farther removed from the mixture
with fal ammoniac under the glafs than the reft,
It had then the appearance of an amalgama, tend-
ing a little to that fide to which Mr Blumenbach
inclined the glafs. The other five pieces itill re-
mained folid; and he now called for feveral of
his fellow ftudents, whofe names he mentions,
and who obferved, along with him, this extraor-
dinary occurrence. About eight o’clock, the
cylindrical piece began to melt; and.foon after
the four fmaller pieces fhared the fame fate. They
diffolved into fmall bright globules, and foon dif-
appeared in the interftices of the congealed {fnow
and fal ammoniac.

Mr Blumenbach gave an account of this ex-
periment w the Royal and Electoral Society at
: Goettingen,
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Goettingen, and it was lately publifhed in the
literary gazette of that univerfity, from which
the above account is extracted,

T his phaenomenon has not been obferved fince
the year 1769, when it was often feen at Peterf-
burg. On examining the Peterfburg commen-
taries, I find the principal difference between the
two obfervations to have been, that the quick-
filver at Goettingen had no glofs ac all, and a¢
Peter{burg it was bright like polithed filver. Bur,
as Mr. Braun took no quickfilver for his experi-
ments but what was inclofed in the bulbs of ther-
mometers, the polithed furface of the mercury
may have been the effe@t of the glafs which fur-
rounded it.

The ?ollowing articles of Medical and Philo-
fophical news were communicated to Dr Duncan,
by that ingenious and induftrious phyfician Dr
Percival, to whom this work has frequently been
indebted on former occafions.

Extrat of a letter from Mo Vaughan to Dr
Percival.
Dr Prieftley has lately fent a very remarkable

paper to the Royal Society, pointing out the ufes
of
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